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Wiretaps on government from 1961 to 1973 personally 



officials and newsmen or- 
dered by the Nixon adminis- 
tration following alleged 
news leaks were carried out 
in an atmosphere of secrecy 
far more stringent than any 
other FBI national security 
wiretaps in the last 20 years, 
according to court papers 
filed here. 

In addition to detailing 
the conditions of the wire- 
tapping, the deposition filed 
I in federal court offers a 
[ rare glimpse into the FBI’s 
top security ■wiretap-rooni-’ 
tpring installation in the old 
Post Office building. 

There, according to the 
deposition, scores of '‘in- 
vestigative clerks” sit be- 
fore modified switchboards 
at Rbrary-style tables, head: 
phones clamped over their 
ears, reference books by 
their sides to help identify 
names, waiting to listen in 
on conversations picked up 
on what some consider the 
nation’s most sensitive do- 
mestic wiretaps. 

The deposition comes 
from Brnest.H. Belter, a for- 
mer FBI employee who 



installed nearly 90 per cent 
of all national security wire- 
taps here and supervised 
their monitoring. Belter’s 
deposition was taken by at- 
torneys in a lawsuit by Mor- 
ton Halperin, the former Na- 
tional Security Council aide 
who was one of 17 govern- 
ment officials and newsmen 
whose telephones were tap- 
ped by the Nixon adminis- 
tration. 

Halperin contends the 
wiretaps were illegal be- 
cause they were not court- 
appro red and -may have 
been politically motivated. 
The government says the 
taps were legal becauSd the 
President has the authority 
to order national security 
wiretaps without court ap- 
proval, and were a legiti- 
mate national seemity ef- 
fort to stop leaks of classi- 
fied information. 

FBI employees monitoring 
the government officials and 
newsmen taps were told to 
keep no records of their ac- 
tivities concerning the taps 
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; and not to discuss their as- 
signments even with other 
FBI employees within the 
i monitoring post 

In general, monitoring 
clerks are told to listen for 
all possible information 
about known and suspected 
spies, including their sex 
habits and possible drug us- 
age, Belter said. 

But in the taps of govern- 
ment officials and newsmen. 
Belter said, the monitor was 
given a ‘‘broad area in 
which (the subject) was in- 
terested, so that he would 
(include in the logs) conver- 
sation that had to do with 
almost aU of the day-to-day 
concerns of the U.S. govern- 
ment.” 

Attorneys familiar with 
this and other litigation 
growing out of the Nixon-or- 
dered wiretaps said the dep- 
osition by Belter is the 
most devastating testimony 
yet by a government officiM 
that the taps were not nor- 
mal national security wire- 
taps. 

, Belter began his depo- 
sition by describing the nor- 
mal procedures for the in- 
staRation of a national secu- 
rity wiretap. He told how he 
would make arrangements 
through former telephone 
company official Horace 
Hap ^ptnn on behalf 'Or' the 
FBI to get a specific tele- 
phone line connected to a 



trunk cable running to the 
old Post Office building. 

There, he would make the 
actual installation of the tap 
and plug in tape recorders 
to the lines. He would then 
check to make sure he was 
on the correct line by dial- 
ing the number under sur- 
veillance: if it was busy, 
he knew the tap was com- 
pleted. ' 

After the coimection is 
complete, the work of the 
monitoring agents begins. 
They sit at a library-style 
desk with at least two tape 
recorders at their command 
in front of a telephone-type 
switchboard, he said. 

The switchboard is equip- 
ped with a Ught and buzzer 
to show there is activity on 
a given tapped line. When 
the light goes on and the 
buzzer sounds, the clerks be- 
gin simultaneously listening 
and taking notes on the con- 
versation while also record- 
ing it 

If the conversation is con- 
sidered important, it is 
typed verbatim soon after it 
is completed. If it requires 
urgent action, it is immedi- 
ately routed to an FBI su- 
pervisor, Belter said. 

“If, for instance, there 
was a known NKVD agent 
(the Soviet equivalent of the 
CIA) who had made arrange- 
ments to meet an individ- 
ual that we considered of 
some interest to us at 2 




